
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To:  SV196 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 
 
From:  Jason D. Henry, District Superintendent 
 
Re:  Tuesday Afternoon Message 
 
Date:  April 28, 2020 
 
NEW INFORMATION 
 

1. Please be watching for end-of-school-year procedures (e.g. retrieval of students’ 
belongings, book return to libraries, etc.) over the next four (4) weeks in building-
level communications. 

 
2. Please be on the lookout for building-level announcements regarding preparations 

for the 2020-2021 school year (e.g. kindergarten registration, returning student 
registration). 

 
3. If you haven’t already done so, now would be a really good time to check-in with 

your child(ren) about their submission of remote learning schoolwork to their 
teachers.  If your student(s) are a little behind, now is the time to catch-up before 
we get to the scheduled end of the year. 
 

4. Over the last 1-2 weeks, I’ve had the privilege of observing and talking with 
several students as they were picking up breakfast/lunch and turning in 
homework.  I’m very proud of how well our students and parents have stepped-up 
to the huge challenge of remote learning.  Someday, we’ll look back on this time 
and realize at least two things: 1) that we never want to have to do that again; and 
2) that, by necessity, we slowed down our life’s pace and were able to do some 
things that are worth keeping in our routines. 
 

REMINDERS 
 

• On Friday, April 17, 2020, Governor Pritzker ordered that Illinois public schools 
will be closed to in-person instruction for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school 



year.  All remaining learning activities for this school year will be conducted 
remotely (online or paper packets). 

 
• SV196 will continue to provide food distribution for students through and 

including Thursday, May 21, 2020, the last scheduled day for student 
“attendance” for the 2019-2020 school year.  Watch for more information soon 
about the regular community summer food distribution program. 

 
• As of this writing, all district extracurricular activities (including athletics) are 

suspended until further notice (including summer activities). 
 

• The following previously-scheduled end-of-year activities are postponed until 
further notice: 
 

o SVHS Graduation/Baccalaureate 
o SVHS Prom 
o SVJHS Graduation 
o SVHS Awards Banquet 
o SVJHS Awards Program 

 
• The start of the 2020-2021 school year has been set (subject to state public health 

requirements).  The first day of student attendance will be August 18, 2020. 
 

• If your child needs hard copies of teacher-assigned learning activities, those are 
available at the food distribution sites on Wednesdays of each week.  If you have 
not already selected your preferred site, please contact the school office ASAP. 

 
• The following table provides an estimate of what remote-learning times are 

reasonable for kids, based on age/grade level: 
Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended 

Length of 
Sustained 
Attention 

Pre-K 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 
K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3-5 minutes 

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5-10 minutes 
3-5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10-15 minutes 
6-8 Class: 15 min/day 

Total:  90 min/day 
Class: 30 min/day 
Total: 180 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

9-12 Class: 20 min/day 
Total: 120 min/day 

Class: 45 min/day 
Total: 270 min/day 

1 subject area or 
class 

Source: Illinois State Board of Education Remote Learning Recommendations 


